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Test Preparation Resources
Seeing several "NBCSN Test Reviews" recently I was concerned. It led me to
investigate further. There seem to be a lot of study guides out there using
NBCSN in the title promising great things and guaranteeing results. The National
Board for Certification of School Nurses (NBCSN) does not endorse any
particular resources or study guides. Just because a product says NBCSN that
does not mean that it was developed or endorsed by NBCSN.
NBCSN is accredited by the Accreditation Board for Nursing Specialty
Certification (ABSNC). As an accredited certification board our staff and subject
matter experts, volunteer NCSNs who help develop and review the exams,
cannot develop any preparation materials for the certification exam. We can
develop sample questions which provide information about the structure and
format of the questions that would be on the exam and that can be placed on our
website. We can also develop practice tests, the purpose of which is to
familiarize candidates with the exam experience. Practice exams may provide a
score that equals number correct, but not pass/fail status, diagnostic information
or a prediction of performance or success.
NBCSN cannot develop preparatory examinations which provide information
on the knowledge, skills, or abilities of a candidate as they relate to the
certification for which they are preparing. These products can provide information
on performance to indicate readiness or a prediction of success.
It is important that school nurses understand that while a preparatory product
may use "NBCSN" in its title, it is not developed or endorsed by the National
Board for Certification of School Nurses. There is a list of resources on the
NBCSN website which provides a list of materials that may be helpful for school
nurses to use to prepare for the exam. Using those resources does not
guarantee success but they are resources that are relevant to school nursing,
many are used in the exam development, and they can be helpful in preparation.
Our statistics show that candidates who participate in small study groups are
most successful.
If you would like more information about NBCSN or about the exam eligibility,
preparation, or test dates you can visit our website at www.nbcsn.org or email
us at certification@nbcsn.
Pat Krin, MSN, RN, FNPBC, NCSN, FNASN
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